Mamlūk period, as in earlier periods, served as an effective tool for imposing the normative religious and political public order or Orthodox Islam under the auspices of Mamlūk rule. Since control over the takfīr judicial system was a source of power that endowed the possessor with authority and a public moral presence, it also served as an effective platform for continuing discourse on issues of state and religion between learned scholars and the Mamlūk ruling military elite. The purpose of this chapter is to survey takfīr cases during the Mamlūk era, to chart processes of transition in judicial procedure and substance, and to discuss the implications of these cases for negotiations between Mamlūks and jurists regarding the paradigm of state and religion.4
Arabic sources for the Mamlūk period reveal sixty heresy cases, although most probably this list is not exhaustive. It worth noting that in addition to takfīr or kufr ("unbelief")-which were the most frequent terms used for apostasy in the sources in the period in question-zandaqa ("heresy"), fisq ("sinfulness"), bidʿa (pl. bidaʿ, "innovation"), ghuluww ("exaggerated belief in the House of ʿAlī"), and ilḥād ("denial of the existence of God") were also in use, depending on the nature of the putative transgression.5 The takfīr cases found in the Mamlūk sources are listed below in chronological order.
1.
In 658/1260, a complaint was filed against al-Kurānī, a Ṣūfī residing in alJabal al-Aḥmar, near Cairo, for committing bidaʿ. He was arrested, beaten, and released, after recanting and renewing his invocations to God and the Prophet in the presence of the Shaykh al-Islām, the Grand Muftī (jurist consult).6
